
 
 
Dear PSA Director, 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America is excited to release our new PSA, Champions, featuring racing legend 
Richard Petty. Petty has served as a champion for PVA for eight years, raising thousands of dollars and 
generating public and volunteer support. The spot also features veteran and wheelchair rugby champion 
Chris Hull who was injured in a car accident while heading home on leave from the U.S. Army. Download 
HD-quality versions of the Champions PSAs at www.psadirect.com/pva.  
 
The PSA is designed to show how PVA supports the 44,000 veterans, like Hull, living with spinal cord 
injury and dysfunction and showcase the important programs, services and advocacy PVA provides to 
help them live full and productive lives. 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America is the only congressionally chartered, veterans service organization with 
expertise in a wide variety of issues involving the special needs of veterans of the armed forces who 
have experienced spinal cord injury or dysfunction. The organization provides programs, services and 
advocacy focused on quality health care, support for medical research and education, advocacy for 
veteran benefits and civil rights for all people with disabilities to maximize their independence. 
 
You can help educate your viewers by airing one of the 15-second, 30-second or 60-second PSAs about 
Paralyzed Veterans of America who is changing the lives of veterans daily. 
 
When you share the PVA mission, you help create an America where our most severely injured heroes 
have access to what they have earned and deserve. 
 
Links to our leadership and annual report are provided below:  

• Leadership: www.pva.org/about-us/leadership  

• Annual Report: www.pva.org/financial-info-governance  
 
For more information on Paralyzed Veterans of America, visit www.pva.org.   
 
For questions regarding PSA formats, media distribution or SD quality PSAs, please contact Taylor 
McMahon at pva@psadirect.com.   
 
Thank you in advance for supporting Paralyzed Veterans of America by airing the PSA. We look forward 
to your participation! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Liz Deakin  
Director of Communications 

http://www.psadirect.com/pva
http://www.pva.org/
https://www.pva.org/spinal-cord-injury-information
https://www.pva.org/spinal-cord/spinal-cord-disease
https://www.pva.org/about-us/leadership
http://www.pva.org/financial-info-governance
http://www.pva.org/
mailto:pva@psadirect.com


 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Lani Poblete 
Email: lanip@pva.org 
Phone: 202-416-7736 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America urges public — be a champion for veterans with disabilities 
 

Racing legend Richard Petty and wheelchair rugby athlete featured in new public  
service announcement showcasing programs that are changing veterans’ lives. 

 
WASHINGTON (October 30, 2018) — Since 1946, Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) has been leading the effort to 
change lives and build brighter futures for seriously injured heroes. In a new public service announcement (PSA), racing 
legend Richard Petty and wheelchair rugby athlete and Army veteran Chris Hull encourage the public to become 
champions for the more than 44,000 veterans currently living with spinal cord injuries and diseases.  
 
“I’m proud to support Paralyzed Veterans of America,” said Petty who has been actively involved with PVA for eight 
years. “There is no organization who works harder or provides better programs and services than PVA and our paralyzed 
veterans deserve the very best.” 
 
Hull, a PVA member in Florida, was treated at the VA Medical Center in Tampa. He was injured in a car accident on his 
way home for leave while serving in the U.S. Army. He incurred multiple fractures, a traumatic brain injury, several 
illnesses and infections which complicated his recovery.  
 
“Paralyzed Veterans of America changed my life,” said Hull. “Through them, I found a love for adaptive sports. I never 
thought I would be able to play sports again after my accident, but now I travel the world playing wheelchair rugby and 
have so many people supporting me. PVA is truly a support system for life.” 
 
In addition to adaptive sports programs, PVA helps veterans like Hull secure health care, benefits and jobs. Programs, 
services and advocacy are focused on quality health care, support for medical research and education, advocacy for 
veteran benefits and civil rights for all people with disabilities to maximize their independence.  
 
To see the PSA, learn more about Paralyzed Veterans of America, find a local chapter or support their efforts, visit 
psadirect.com/pva. 
 
About Paralyzed Veterans of America 
Paralyzed Veterans of America is the only congressionally chartered veterans service organization dedicated solely for 
the benefit and representation of veterans with spinal cord injury or disease. For more than 70 years, PVA has ensured 
that veterans receive the benefits earned through service to our nation; monitored their care in VA spinal cord injury 
units; and funded research and education in the search for a cure and improved care for individuals with paralysis.  
  
As a partner for life, Paralyzed Veterans also develops training and career services, works to ensure accessibility in public 
buildings and spaces, provides health and rehabilitation opportunities through sports and recreation and advocates for 
veterans and all people with disabilities. With more than 70 offices and 33 chapters, Paralyzed Veterans serves veterans, 
their families and their caregivers in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. 
 

# # #  

http://www.psadirect.com/pva
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6344373/k.4182/Spinal_Cord_Injury_Information.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6348315/k.FC88/Spinal_Cord_Disease.htm
http://www.pva.org/Find-Support/services/Veterans-Benefits
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6305817/k.3A08/Spinal_Cord_Research__Education.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6305451/k.8CF7/Accessible_Design.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6452325/k.A0ED/Chapters_and_NSOs.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6306123/k.B389/Caregivers_Support.htm
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CHAMPIONS (60)  
FINAL TRANSCRIPT  

 
VISUAL AUDIO 

SFX: Historical pictures of Richard Petty. (HOLD) 
KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): I’m Richard Petty. I may be a 
champion on the racetrack… 

CU: Richard Petty 
Roll CG: Richard Petty NASCAR Racing Legend 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): …but what I am most proud of is 
being a champion of veterans like… 

2S: Richard Petty and Chris Hull side-by-side 
KEY (slow FADE IN): PVA logo in lower right-hand 
corner 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP):  Chris Hull. Chris was injured while 
serving in the Army. 

CU: Chris Hull straight to camera 
ROLL CG: Chris Hull, Paralyzed Veterans of America 
member 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (CH): Because of the Paralyzed Veterans 
of America I was able to get the health care 
and benefits I need and now I live an active 
life. 

VTR: Video of Chris playing wheelchair rugby from 
wheelchair games 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (CH): I currently play wheelchair rugby for 
the only all-veteran team in the country… 

VTR: Still image of Chris mentoring youth athletes. 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (CH): …and mentor other veterans with 
disabilities when I can. 

CU: Richard Petty in his garage 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): More than 44,000 veterans…  

VTR: Still images of veterans in physical therapy, 
rehabilitation services, at job fairs, etc.  
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): …live with spinal cord injuries and 
disease. Paralyzed Veterans of America help 
these veterans secure health care, benefits 
and jobs. 

VTR: Video of Chris playing wheelchair rugby from 
wheelchair games 
 (HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (CH): The programs and services at the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, like adaptive 
sports… 

CU: Chris Hull 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner  

SOT (CH): ….have changed my life.  

VTR: Video of Chris playing wheelchair rugby from 
Wheelchair games.  
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner  

SOT (CH): After my injury, I never thought I’d 
play sports…  

VTR: Photos of Chris with other veterans, traveling, 
vacation, etc. 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (CH):  ……travel the world or have so 
many people supporting me. Paralyzed 
Veterans of America has given me a support 
system for life. 

FS: End slate with: 
Learn More: 
pva.org/champions 
(PVA Logo) 

SOT (RP): To learn how you can join me and be 
a champion for veterans like Chris, visit 
pva.org/champions. 
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CHAMPIONS (30)   
FINAL TRANSCRIPT  

 
VISUAL AUDIO 

SFX: Historical pictures of Richard Petty. (HOLD) 
KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): I’m Richard Petty. I may be a 
champion on the racetrack… 

CU: Richard Petty 
Roll CG: Richard Petty NASCAR Racing Legend 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): …but what I am most proud of is 
being a champion of veterans like… 
 

2S: Richard Petty and Chris Hull side-by-side 
KEY (slow FADE IN): PVA logo in lower right-hand 
corner 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP):  Chris Hull.  
 
 

CU: Chris Hull 
VTR: Video of Chris playing wheelchair rugby from 
wheelchair games 
 (HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (CH): The programs and services…  

VTR: Video of Chris playing wheelchair rugby from 
Wheelchair games.  
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner  

SOT (CH): ….at the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, like adaptive sports… 

CU: Chris Hull 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner  

SOT (CH): …have changed my life. 

VTR: Video of Chris playing wheelchair rugby from 
Wheelchair games and still images of Chris with 
other veterans.  
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner  

SOT (CH): After my injury, I never thought I’d 
play sports. Paralyzed Veterans of America has 
given me a support system for life. 

FS: End slate with: 
Learn More: 
pva.org/champions 
(PVA Logo) 

SOT (RP): To learn how you can join me and be 
a champion for veterans like Chris, visit 
pva.org/champions. 
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CHAMPIONS (15)  
FINAL TRANSCRIPT  

 
VISUAL AUDIO 

SFX: Historical pictures of Richard Petty. (HOLD) 
KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): I may be champion on the 
racetrack… 

CU: Richard Petty in his garage. 
Roll CG: Richard Petty NASCAR Racing Legend 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner 

SOT (RP): … but what I’m most proud of is 
being a champion for veterans…  
 

2S: Richard Petty and Chris Hull side-by-side 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner. 

SOT (RP): …like Chris Hull.  

CU: Chris Hull 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner. 

SOT (CH): …Paralyzed Veterans of America…  

VTR: Still image of Chris and his family. 
(HOLD) KEY: PVA logo in lower right-hand corner. 

SOT (CH): …has given me a support system for 
life. 

FS: End slate with: 
Learn More: 
pva.org/champions 
(PVA Logo) 

SOT (RP): To learn how you can be a champion 
for veterans like Chris, visit 
pva.org/champions. 
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